
◾TOPIC 2.1- CONGRESS THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES [image: A red and white play button

Description automatically generated]
Republicanism—

Bicameral legislature
· 
· 
[image: A pencil with a yellow pencil in a purple rectangle

Description automatically generated]UNIT 2 NOTES
Interaction Among Branches of Government
[image: A pencil with a yellow pencil in a purple rectangle

Description automatically generated]UNIT 2 NOTES
Interaction Among Branches of Government

www.LaMoneyAPgov.com
www.LaMoneyAPgov.com
House of Representatives
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Senate
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 



Enumerated powers
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 

Implied powers—

Congressional oversight—


[image: A red and white play button

Description automatically generated]◾TOPIC 2.2- STRUCTURES, POWERS, AND FUNCTIONS OF CONGRESS [image: A red and white play button

Description automatically generated]
Committee system—
Majority party advantages
· 
· 

Standing committee—
· 
· 

· 
· 



Joint committee—
Conference committee—
Special/select committee—



Speaker of the House—
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 

President of the Senate—
Senate Majority Leader—
Minority leader—
Whip—
House Rules Committee—
Open-rule bill—
Closed-rule bill—
Germaneness requirement—
Discharge petition—
Committee of the Whole—
Filibuster—
Silent filibuster/double tracking—
· 
Hold—
Cloture motion—
· 
· 
Riders—
Unanimous consent agreements—
Power of the purse—

Mandatory spending—
· 
· 

· 
· 

Entitlement programs—
· 
· 
· 
Social Security—
Medicare—
Medicaid—

Means-tested programs—
Non-means tested programs—
Monetary benefits—
In-kind benefits—

Discretionary spending—
· 
· 
· 
· 

Budget deficit—
Budget surplus—

National debt—
Rising entitlement costs decrease discretionary spending opportunities unless Congress raises tax revenue or borrows more money.
Pork barrel legislation—
Appropriations bill—
Logrolling—
Omnibus bill—

◾TOPIC 2.3- CONGRESSIONAL BEHAVIOR [image: A red and white play button

Description automatically generated]
Party polarization—
Party-line voting—
Policy gridlock—

Divided government—
Unified government—

Reapportionment—
· 
Redistricting—
· 


Gerrymandering—
· 
· 


· 
· 
· 


Cracking—
Packing—
Baker v. Carr (1962)—
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Presidents have less power over domestic policy than foreign policy.
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Marbury v. Madison (1803)—
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Article 3 established the Supreme Court; Congress establishes lower courts.
Jurisdiction—

Original jurisdiction—
Appellate jurisdiction—

District courts—
· 
· 
Circuit Courts of Appeals—
· 

Supreme Court—
· 

Caseload—
· 
· 
Rule of four—
Writ of certiorari—
· 
Reasons the Supreme Court selects a case:
· 
· 
· 
· 
Justiciable—
Standing—
 ◾TOPIC 2.9- LEGITIMACY OF THE JUDICIAL BRANCH [image: A red and white play button

Description automatically generated]
Stare decisis—
Precedent—
The Supreme Court is free to go against precedent, but precedents are relatively binding on the lower courts.
Case law—
New appointments to the Court can lead to past decisions being overturned and the establishment of new precedents.
Factors a president considers when nominating a Justice
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Strategic retirements—
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Judicial independence allows the Court to make controversial or unpopular decisions.
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Judicial restraint—
Judicial restraint and stare decisis suggest a limited role for Justices.
Judicial activism—
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Legislating from the bench—
Strict constructionism—
Broad constructionism—
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Broad constructionism often leads to an increase in federal power.
Originalism—
Originalism and strict constructionism often lead to a decrease in federal power.
Courts lack police power, the ability to enforce their decisions.
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Bureaucracy/civil service—
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The vast majority of bureaucrats are non-political; leadership is often political, though.
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People from bureaucratic agencies testify at congressional hearings about legislation in their area of expertise.
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Administrative discretion—
Congress sets broad policy guidelines and bureaucratic agencies are given administrative discretion and rulemaking authority.
Rulemaking authority—
Congress lacks the time, expertise, and ability to be involved in all the details of policymaking.
Advantages of administrative discretion
· 
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Bureaucratic agencies have the power to enforce regulations, punish violators, and issue fines.
These powers are sometimes called quasi-legislative and quasi-judicial.
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